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Mark your calendar and join us for  

Advent and Christmas Services at First Lutheran 
 

Advent begins: Sunday, November 29 
Services at 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. 

 
Join us for ADVENT MID-WEEK WORSHIP 

“Practicing Prayer.” 
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

December 2 – Contemplative Prayer 
December 9 – Embodied Prayer 

December 16 – Neighborhood Prayer 
 

Thursday, December 24 - Christmas Eve at First 

4 p.m. - a service especially for children 

6 p.m.—Jubilate Handbells 

8 & 10 p.m. – First Lutheran Choir and Brass Quintet 

 

Friday, December 25 

10:30 a.m. – Christmas Day worship 
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PASTOR MICHAEL LOUIA  
   prmike@firstlutheranec.org 

Several years ago a picture made the rounds on Facebook showing a quaint Nativity scene with one new ad-
dition.  Right there at the manger were several new figures, in Halloween costumes, not offering anything to 
the baby Jesus, but instead shouting at the top of their lungs, “Trick-or-Treat.” 
 
Now that picture may seem to be too sacrilegious to even be mentioned in a church newsletter. But sacrile-
gious or not, it does speak to the reality of the world we live in, doesn’t it? 
 
Our world seems to be in such a rush to get to Christmas, maybe not the Nativity scene itself but the other 
trappings of Christmas that we’re lucky if retailers wait until Halloween before decking the halls. All this rush 
to get to Christmas has given birth to a new holiday season in our world: Hallothanksmas.  
 
In an effort to lead faith communities in living in ALL the seasons of the church year, pastors usually work  
really hard to pull in the reins of Christmas. We don’t want to rush things.  Pastors and Worship and Music 
Committees across the globe do everything they can to remain faithful to the season of Advent (those four 
weeks prior to Christmas) and to celebrate Christmas for twelve days AFTER December 25th. But maybe we 
need to re-think our rein pulling. 
 
Quite frankly, the world needs Christmas each and every day.  OK ... maybe not all the shopping frenzy, but 
the real message of Christmas.  It needs the hope, it needs the peace on earth, it needs the joy of knowing 
that God hasn’t abandoned God’s people, and it needs the love of God shown to the world as God breaks 
into God’s broken creation IN THE FLESH! There’s no doubt that the world needs Christmas.  The question for 
us as faithful disciples is this:  how do we live the hope, peace, joy and love of Christmas each and every day? 
 
Maybe as our collective New Year’s resolution for 2016 we all resolve to do exactly that! Throughout all of 
2016 as a community gathered in Christ’s name, we resolve to live in the hope, peace, joy and love of Christ-
mas in all aspects of our lives. So, we may wonder, what would that look like? 
 
We live God’s hope, peace, joy and love when we gather at worship. We live God’s hope, peace, joy and love 
when we love and serve our neighbor. We live God’s hope, peace, joy and love when we make contributions 
to disaster relief programs and when we pray for our fellow disciples. We live in God’s hope, peace, joy and 
love when we get up every day of the week and not only thank God for the talents we have so generously 
been given but when we then use those talents in our workplaces, in our schools, in our favorite hangouts, 
or any place where we gather. 
 
We can even live in God’s hope, peace, joy and love while also honoring all those seasons of the church year 
(especially on Sundays which are always a celebration of the resurrection!). 
 
To be sure, there will be days in 2016 that we’ll fail miserably at keeping our resolution. And even in our  
failure, God will show up to graciously offer forgiveness and Christ will walk with us as we try again.   
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Mike 
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PASTOR GIGIE SIJERA-GRANT  
GGrant@firstlutheranec.org 

Lifting Up God’s Promises and Justice  
“For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, are 
one body, so it is with Christ. For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body…and we were all made 
to drink of one Spirit. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it…” – 1 Corinthians 12:12-13, 26a 

It was one thing to watch the news about the Baltimore riots that happened this April as a result of the 
death of an African-American man in the hands of the police. It was another thing to walk on the streets 
of the neighborhood just several blocks away from where the riots started and experience the sadness, 
devastation, poverty, and the lack of hope that lingered in the air and in the faces of people who lived 
there.  Walking in the neighborhood and talking with the people, the truth that we are all connected as 
children of God became much more real to me. The pictures above were taken at a street corner where 
two people died in drug-related incidents. The people in the neighborhood created this memorial with 
balloons and bottles, writing the names of those who died on the pavement. It was a moving experience 
to stand on the street corner to pray together as a church community.  
 

The neighborhood walk was part of the Symposium entitled “Renewing Self & Community in the Midst  
of the Storm” which I attended in October with our council president, Cathy Rice, as members of the  
Synod’s  Racial Justice Ministry Team. We joined almost 50 church leaders and lay people who came to-
gether  for worship, bible study, and honest discussions in response to the Baltimore uprising. It was held 
at Augsburg Lutheran Church on Garrison Boulevard in Baltimore.  
 

ELCA Racial Justice Ministry Director Judith Roberts and Augsburg 
Lutheran Pastor Eric Campbell are pictured on the left. They are in 
front of a building with a vacant space which Pr. Campbell hopes 
to use to as an outreach station to the community.  Having lived in 
the neighborhood as a young boy, he came back to the communi-
ty as a pastor, to lift up God’s people – who have become his peo-
ple. It was clear that he loves them and they love him! What a tes-
timony to his ministry! 

 

Where do we go from here? Where is God leading us? As people created in God’s image, how do be-
come allies to those who struggle for equity that we may lift up God’s promises and justice? Stay tuned 
for more opportunities to learn and be equipped that we may be instrumental in creating a new commu-
nity where everyone is valued for who they are as children of God. For more information, please contact 
me (ggrant@firstlutheranec.org) or Cathy Rice (cprpenpal@gmail.com). 

mailto:ggrant@firstlutheranec.org
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UPDATE ON THE ALWAYS BEING MADE NEW CAMPAIGN 
 

During the month of December, we will continue to give everyone the opportunity 
to make an offering to ELCA World Hunger through the Always Being Made New 
campaign.  For those who have already made an offering … THANK-YOU.  As a re-
minder as a congregation we are hoping to reach or surpass our goal of $8,000 per 
year to support the ministry of ELCA World Hunger.  So far in 2015, we have con-
tributed $7,892.37.  Your offering will definitely make reaching that goal possible. 
 

Beginning in January 2016 we’ll continue participating in the Always Being Made New campaign as we pro-
vide opportunities for making an offering towards the Global Mission ministry of the ELCA. In addition to our 
offering to the Pangani mission (which I funded through your offerings to our Social Ministry Committee’s 
Christmas Basket ministry, everyone is also invited to make a contribution to the broader Global Mission 
work the church. That work includes: 
 

Supporting the work of missionaries and offering an additional 200 young adults the opportunity to par-
ticipate in the Young Adults in Global Mission ministry 

Equipping additional women leaders in our global companion churches through increased scholarships 
and educational opportunities  

Initiating new evangelism projects in Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Middle East 
 
You can make your offering either through your regular offering envelope (simply indicate your offering on 
the envelope) or through the special Always Being Made New envelopes located in the pew racks. 

“Did You Know?” 
 
As I went about my archiving of the church newsletter The Messenger, I came across an interesting article 
from a former staff member that I thought might be fun to share….. 
 

 Christmas was barely regarded in the early church because no record of the exact date of the birth 
of Christ existed and early Christians believed in the imminent return of Christ- thus the Resurrection was 
the only essential celebration.  As the church grew and the faith spread, tradition accumulated and natural 
interest developed in the Incarnation event.  Around the year 336 the Church fixed December 25 as the day 
to celebrate the Nativity of Our Lord.  The name Bethlehem literally means “house of bread” –i.e. the Bread 
of Life was born in the house of bread. 
 The word Christmas originated in England with the festival name Christe messe or “Christ’s mass.” 
There’s nothing unchristian about writing Xmas since “X” is the Greek letter CHI, the equivalent of “CH” 
which stands for Christ. 
 The crèche or nativity scene (with live animals and people) was originated by Francis of Assisi in 
1223 to help tell the story of Christ’s birth. 
 Decorated evergreen trees became common in the 16th century, especially in Germany.  A legend 
even links Luther to this custom.   
 Poinsettias, symbolizing the star of Bethlehem, are unique to the American celebration of Christmas.  
The flower was named for Dr. Joel Poinsett who brought it from Mexico to this country in 1836 where horti-
culturists bred it into its familiar form. 
 

I hope you have enjoyed these “fun facts.”   
           Susan Garde 
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FROM THE CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
council@firstlutheranec.org 

Council President Reflections 
 
So, do Black Lives Matter or do All Lives Matter?  Is there really such a thing as “white privilege”?  What does 
the Lutheran Church say about racism and what can we do about it?  By the time you are reading this, the 
first trial of the police officer involved in Freddie Gray’s death will have begun; and, Baltimore will have 
passed over 300 homicides, the highest since the 1990’s. We are compelled to join with our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ who stand up against racism.  Did you know that racism is NOT just an issue in Baltimore City?  
Please join me in discussions and workshops regarding these questions.  A seminar is being hosted by the 
Delaware-Maryland Synod’s Racial Justice Team on December 5th from 10-3 in Reisterstown.  If you wish to 
carpool or get assistance in registering please call me at 410-750-9631. 
 
BTW (By The Way…) – we CAN make a difference.  When Pastor Grant and I visited one of the locations 
where the rioting occurred, I was amazed at the experience of one of our colleagues.  He stepped outside our 
group to talk with a young black man who was warily watching us.  We were praying over a memorial where 
his friend had been killed. We didn’t ask the circumstances or make any judgements.  We simply prayed for 
peace and healing to all those hurt by violence in this neighborhood.  When the young man heard why we 
were there, a small tear trickled out of his eye.  He lost a friend and could it be that the People of God 
(maybe even God Himself!) cared? 
 
This ministry is just one of the new possibilities that are knocking at the doors of First Lutheran Church.  This 
month the Council got an update on the work of the Strategic Planning committee.  They have done a lot of 
praying, evaluating, brainstorming and getting emotional.  It has been a dynamic group.  All this work ulti-
mately boiled down into three areas of focus for additional/expanded ministry in the future;   

 
Practicing Discipleship 
Practicing Stewardship 
Practicing Justice and Love.   
 

The committee will continue as requested by the Council to provide specific recommendations on next steps. 
If you are interested in more details about the work of this team, email me at council@firstlutheranEC.org. 
 
Finally, on behalf of the Congregational Council, I wish all of you blessings during the holiday season.  I pray 
that you can focus on Christ through the commercial distractions that bombard us this time of year. May this 
be a time of rebirth and renewal for you.   
 
Sincerely in Prayer, 
Cathy Rice 
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Council Highlights for October and November 

council@firstlutheranec.org 

 

In honor of 23 years of leadership at First Lutheran Church, the council voted in favor of a request from church mem-
ber Ed Zeigler, to name Pastor Ludwig as Pastor Emeritus.  We will recognize this honor in April as we also cele-
brate the rededication of the sanctuary on the 20th anniversary of its original dedication. 

 
Council discussed and approved the 2016 Faith Plan to be forwarded to the Congregation for final approval. 

 
Council approved 2015/16 fundraisers for the preschool scholarship and for the scholastic books fundraiser to be 

shared by FLC and Breath of God preschools. 
 
Council approved a change to Tom Meyers position that will allow him to enjoy his retirement.  He will still be availa-

ble on-call to assist with projects but will no longer be a full-time employee.  We are grateful for the gifts he has 
provided and for his commitment as a member of FLC. 

 
The Strategic Planning Committee made a presentation to the Council.  There was good discussion and the Council 

supported the continuation of their work. 
 
Council approved fundraisers for the youth mission trip and for the Sunday School charity, the Ronald McDonald 

House. 
 
Council conducted the annual review of the fundraising policy.  Clarifications as recommended by the Finance Com-

mittee were accepted and the revised policy approved. 
 
Diane Schwarzman volunteered to serve as the point of contact for communication with the Synod (officially called 

our Congregational Connector) and the Council gratefully agreed. 
 

DID YOU KNOW??......Last year, the Council started a procedure for annual reviews of all policies and formal agree-
ments.  Every few months, we have added more policies to our list of items to review.  We will probably have more 
than one a month by the time all of them are identified and catalogued.  This has been a benefit for many reasons.  
The annual review allows every Council member to see every policy for two years in a row.  They become familiar with 
them and are able to identify when something needs to be updated.  Some policies hadn’t been reviewed by the Coun-
cil in a LONG time and were in need or updates.  Others were still valid.  The reviews have also included the develop-
ment of a cover document (called a Continuing Resolution) that describes the connection of the policy to the Church 
Constitution. 

A small committee has recently formed to consider having alcohol (beer, wine) at some of our church functions (crab 
feast, Oktoberfest, church picnic, etc.) as well as approving use of alcohol per external requests (concerts, wedding 
anniversaries, receptions, etc.). We would like to hear your thoughts and opinions before we make a motion to coun-
cil. Let us know if you approve or disapprove and why. What issues do we need to consider? 
 

Please contact one of us with your response by end of year: 
 
Lynn Anderson, 443-562-9690, email: coffeele@comcast.net 
Tom Brzezinski, 410-442-5675, email: misterbrz@gmail.com 
Colleen Fowler, 410-750-2453, email: colleenkfowler@gmail.com 
Bill Harkins, 410-781-4658, email: wmharkins@comcast.net 
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Dr. Wayne L. Wold, Director of Music 
Wayne@firstlutheranec.org 

Light one candle to watch for Messiah: let the light banish darkness. 
He shall bring salvation to Israel; God fulfills the promise. 

        Wayne L. Wold, ELW 240 
 

December offers us many opportunities to worship and sing together about God’s advent and incarnation. In 
addition to the four Sundays of Advent, we will meet on three Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. for mid-week 
worship using Marty Haugen’s much-beloved “Holden Evening Prayer.” Christmas Eve, Christmas Day, and 
the Sundays within the twelve days of Christmas will be filled with dozens of Christmas carols and hymns. 
And one more opportunity will take place on Sunday, December 13, at 3 p.m. as we offer for the congrega-
tion and community a special program, Advent/Christmas Concert and Carol-Sing. The program will feature 
the First Lutheran singing and ringing choirs, instrumentalists, a guest soloist, and carols/hymns for all to join 
in singing. Plan to come and invite your friends. 
 

Thanks to all who already participate in our Jubilate Bell Choir, First Lutheran Choir, and Children’s Choir. The 
deadline for singing in First Lutheran Choir for the Christmas season was mid-November, but it is not too late 
to join us as we start anew in 2016. Let us help you keep that New Year’s resolution to become more in-
volved in the church’s ministry of music!  

Savior of the nations, come; 
Virgin’s son, make here your home. 
Marvel now, O heaven and earth: 

God has chosen such a birth. 
  Martin Luther, ELW 263 

 

           Keep singing! Wayne 

Meet our newest members who were received on Sunday, October 25th. Here is a brief bio for 
each one. Let’s make them feel welcome in our faith family! 

 

Gary and Lenny Bredthauer come to us from St. John Lutheran, Linthicum where they started a min-
istry for people with special needs, in addition to being active in several ministries. Gary grew up in 
Wyoming and California; Lenny is from Baltimore. They both play Pickle Ball. Gary’s interests include 
hunting, fishing and reading. Lenny enjoys sewing, crocheting, walking, and reading. She is a Stephen 
Minister and has been involved in projects that reach out to those with autism. They are blessed with 
4 children and 9 grandchildren. 

 

A native of New Jersey, Mary Lasits is a Diaconal Minister who works for the Lutheran Immigration and 
Refugee Services (LIRS). She and her husband Don were members of Prince of Peace Lutheran (Dublin, 
Ohio) where she also served as a rostered leader. Since moving to Maryland, she enjoys just sitting in the 
pew to worship. It gives her a different perspective of church. Mary loves to ski and participate in run-
ning races. Don loves sports, especially Notre Dame Football and Cincinnati Bengals. 
 
 

John and Amy O’Donnell were married at First Lutheran in August, 2014. John grew up in Columbia, 
MD, while Amy was born in Fairbanks, Alaska. John works as a service technician who enjoys  history, 
music, travel, and motorcycles. Amy is a stay-at-home Mom with many talents – jewelry making, sew-
ing, knitting, crocheting, cooking, baking, and all kinds of crafts. They have two children – Iliana who 
just turned 6, and Ronan, who was be baptized at First Lutheran on November 22. 

MEET OUR NEWEST MEMBERS! 
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Lauren Gray, Children and Youth Ministries Director 
   Lauren@firstlutheranec.org 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY NEWS 
Dec. 6th- Make, Take, & Share Event @ 11:30am in the Fellowship Center  

Santa’s Secret Workshop and Heaven’s Kitchen will also take place at this event!  
Lunch will be provided!  

Dec. 6th- FLAMES @ 6:30pm in the Social Hall  
Christmas Basket boxes will be assembled. Youth are invited to attend and help!  

Dec. 19th- Christmas Program Rehearsal- 10am-12pm in the Sanctuary  
Dec. 20th- Christmas Program @ 9:15am in the Sanctuary  
Dec. 24th- Christmas Eve Services at 4pm(Family Service), 6pm, 8pm, & 10pm  
Dec. 27th- No Sunday School  
Jan. 10th- FLAMES @ 6:30pm in the Social Hall  

MIDDLE and HIGH SCHOOL NEWS  
Advent Soup Suppers and Advent Services- Supper from 5:30-6:30pm; service at 7pm   
Dec. 2nd- Leftovers Theme  
Dec. 9th- Chef’s Choice  
Dec. 16th- Chili  
Dec. 6th- Santa’s Secret Workshop @ 11:30am with the Make, Take, & Share event  
Dec. 6th- Youth invited to help FLAMES with Christmas Basket boxes- 6:30pm in the Social Hall  
Dec. 20th- Middle AND High School Youth Group @ 6pm  

Wrapping Angel Tree Presents  
Christmas goodies and games  

Dec. 21st- Youth Committee Meeting @ 7pm in the Parlor  
Dec. 27th- No Sunday School  
Jan. 18th- Youth Committee Meeting @ 7pm in the Parlor  
Jan. 22-24th- Synod High School Retreat- Road Trip  

 
ADVENT SOUP SUPPERS- DEC. 2, 9, & 16  
It’s that time of year again! Our Advent soup suppers will take place from 5:30-6:30pm on the first three Wednesdays 
in December. The weekly Advent service will then start at 7pm. Our themes this year are Leftovers, Chef’s Choice, and 
Chili. Fee is $5 per person and $15 for families of 3 or more. See you there!  
 
MAKE, TAKE, AND SHARE EVENT- DEC. 6th  
All children of the church are welcome to join us in the Fellowship Center on Sunday, Dec. 6th after the 10:30 service. 
We will have lots of crafts for the children to make, our Santa’s Secret Workshop where the kids can purchase gifts for 
their loved ones, our Heaven’s Kitchen where we will auction off delicious baked goods, and lunch will be provided! 
Hope to see you there!!  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL CHRISTMAS PROGRAM- DEC. 20th  
This year, our Sunday School children will be providing us with another wonderful Christmas program on Sunday,  
December 20th at 9:15am in the Sanctuary. Join us for a program filled with music and acting!  
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL COLLECTION- Pull Tabs  
We are collecting pull tabs (soda can, soup, and other food can tabs) to support the Ronald McDonald House Charities. 
The pull tabs are taken to a local recycling center, weighed, and redeemed for cash per pound. That money is used to 
purchase gas for the RMHC shuttles that take the families of the sick children to and from area hospitals. So be on the 
lookout in the Fellowship Center for a container to put your tabs in!  
 
Merry Christmas!!                 Lauren  
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First Lutheran Preschool News 
Jenny James, Director 

410-465-5977 or jjames@firstlutheranec.org 

 

 

 

First Lutheran’s  

Baked Goods Competition  
&  

Live Auction! 
December 6, after the 10:30 a.m. Service  

Bring your home-baked and decorated cake, cookies, pie, or cupcakes to the Fellowship Center by 11:30 a.m.   
All donations must be home-baked with a recipe attached.  Package your dessert in a disposable container 

suitable for a safe car ride home with the lucky bidder. 

The baked goods will be judged on appearance by  

First Lutheran’s High School Youth.   

You may win a ribbon in any of the following categories:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up for bringing baked goods is posted on the bulletin board in the church narthex. 

First Lutheran’s own Ralph Fowler will auction off the baked goods at 12:00 noon,  
directly following the awards presentation.   
 
Bring your checkbook, as this is a fundraiser for The Rev. Glenn and Stella Ludwig 
Preschool Scholarship Fund. Your donation will help pay tuition for families in need of 
assistance.   

Best Bundt 

Most Outrageous 

Decorator’s Delight 

Best Holdiay 

Most Layers 

Kid’s Choir 

Cutest Cupcakes 

Most Exotic 

Most Original 
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Ten FUNd Facts about 

The Rev. Glenn & Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship  
 

Each year the congregation holds two events to raise money for The Rev. Glenn & 

Stella Ludwig Preschool Scholarship Fund.  Heaven’s Kitchen is held on December 6 

(please see the ad in The Messenger & Parish Notices), and the Carnival is held on Shrove Tuesday.  Here 

are ten facts about why we have fundraisers for this important ministry. 

 

When was the fund started?  The fund was started in 2007, in anticipation of its new outreach ministry, 

First Lutheran Preschool. 

Why was the fund created?  The mission of First Lutheran Preschool is to serve God by serving God’s 

children.  The Preschool Taskforce understood that God’s children are not limited to children from 

families that can afford tuition.  While Head Start programs are available to families who meet pov-

erty guidelines, there are families who do not qualify for Head Start and are still struggling to make 

ends meet.  The fund was developed to help families who find themselves in this predicament.   

Who is the fund named after? The Reverend Glenn Ludwig served at First Lutheran Church as senior 

pastor from 1985-2008.  His wife, Stella, also a valued member of the community, taught elemen-

tary school in the Baltimore county public school system.  Although Pastor Ludwig retired before 

the opening of the school, he played a vital role in securing the startup funds for the preschool. 

Who is the administrator of the fund?  First Lutheran Church is responsible for maintaining the fund 

through contributions.  While most of the money raised is through fundraising, members may also 

make donations through memorial gifts.  

Who makes decisions about the scholarships?  The preschool director receives scholarship applications 

from interested families, and submits them, along with the families’ financial information, to a 

church member for review.  To qualify, a family’s income must not exceed 200% of the federal pov-

erty guidelines. 

How many children have attended First Lutheran Preschool as a result of the Rev. Glenn & Stella Ludwig 

Preschool Scholarship Fund?  Since the preschool’s opening in 2008, the church has provided tuition 

assistance to 17 children. 

How come I never hear about the scholarship recipients? The names of the scholarship recipients are 

kept confidential. 

How much money does the fund distribute each year?  The amount varies, based on need.  Usually the 

fund distributes $3,000 - $5000 a year. 

How much money does the fund currently have? The fund currently has $9,000, which will be depleted 

in a manner of a few years if not replenished. 

How can I help to be sure that families in need continue to receive tuition assistance? Church members 

and friends of First Lutheran Preschool are encouraged to participate in the fundraisers by volun-

teering time at the event and/or by making a monetary donation.   
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Blood pressure screening is taken on the 
first Sunday of each month after the 8:00 
and 10:30 a.m. services in the Fellowship 
Center. 

 

FAITH AND FILM SERIES 
 

The Martha Circle ladies will be pleased to include 
you at their December Meeting.  We will be having 
our annual Christmas Lunch and Meeting at Bare 
Bones Restaurant. The time is 12 (Noon) on  
December 8, 2015. For further information you may 
call Eleanor Grieb at 443-304-2772 or Kena Turney, 
410-740-4970.  Looking forward to seeing or hearing 
from you and sharing our fellowship with other 
ladies of First Lutheran at this Christmas Season. 
 
The Rebecca Circle will gather for a holiday lunch-
eon on Thursday, December 17.  Location and exact 
time are still being worked out. Our program year 
continues with a meeting on Thursday, January 21, 
2016 at 1 p.m. in the Youth Room.  The program will 
be "He Loves Me - A Woman's Journey to Peace," an 
inspirational film. For more information please call 
Sandy Funke, 410-992-8015 or Nancy Galloway,  
410-465-2790. 

WOMEN OF FIRST LUTHERAN 
Sue Davis, president 

eshdavis@verizon.net 

It’s a Wonderful Life 
Wednesday, January 13, 2016 

 

Frank Capra’s masterwork deserves its status as a 
feel-good communal event, but it is also one of the 
most fascinating films in the American cinema, a 
multilayered work of Dickensian density.  
 

George Bailey (played superbly by James Stewart) 
grows up in the small town of Bedford Falls, dream-
ing dreams of adventure and travel, but circum-
stances conspire to keep him enslaved to his home 
turf.  Frustrated by his life, and haunted by an im-
pending scandal, George prepares to commit sui-
cide on Christmas Eve.  A heavenly messenger 
(Henry Travers) arrives to show him a vision: what 
the world would have been like if George had never 
been born.  
 

Capra’s triumph is to acknowledge the difficulties 
and disappointments of life, while affirming-his 
cherished values of friendship and individual 
achievement. It’s a Wonderful Life was not a big hit 
on its initial release, and it won no Oscars (Capra 
and Stewart were nominated); but it continues to 
weave a special magic.  
   Rated: PG 2 hrs. 15 min.  

All women of First Lutheran are invited! 

 

Christmas Tea 
 

Saturday, December 5  
at 2:00 p.m 

in the Fellowship Center 
 

We will have tea and a light fare buffet. The Madrigal 
Singers from Marriotts Ridge High School will per-
form. Gifts will be gathered for residents of the Grass 
Roots Shelter. For more information on these gifts 
check the Women of First Lutheran posting in the 
Fellowship Center. Have a Blessed Holiday Season. 

Annual Christmas Caroling  
 

Sunday, December 20 
 

Get on the bus and help us spread the Christmas 
spirit to some of First Lutheran's shut-in mem-
bers.  Make a joyful noise, even if it's not perfect-
ly in tune.  Great voices not required, just good 
hearts.  Meet at the church at 2:00. 
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The next issue of the Messenger will 
be for February. Deadline for articles 
is Friday, January 8, 2016.  
 

Please email Phyllis@firstlutheranec.org and  
include the word “Messenger” in the subject line. 
 
Before planning an activity, don’t forget to check for 
conflicting events on our online calendar found on 
our website at www.firstlutheranec.org. and notify 
Erika@firstlutheranec.org to include it on the calen-
dar. 

Prayer Shawl Team  

Monday, December 7 

and January 4, 2016  

10:00 a.m. in the parlor  

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Nursing Home Worship Service 

Wednesday, December 9  

and 

January 13, 2016 

10:30 a.m. departure 

            We return about 11:30 

Meet at the church to carpool.    Please join us. 

Sewing Circle (Quilters) 

If you can cut or pin fabric  
we’d love to have you join us! 

 
Monday, December 14, 2015 

  and January 11, 2016 
 

9:30 a.m. in the Social Hall (downstairs) 

Men’s Bible Study and Fellowship 
Group  

 

Friday, December 18 
and  

January 15, 2016 
 

at 7:30  a.m. 
 

Bob’s Evans Restaurant (off Route 100) 
 

This is an informal group that will discuss the bible, 

pray, share stories and generally, have a good time 

while realizing that we are all chosen to do God’s 

work and spread his word. Future meetings will 

continue to be on the 3rd Friday of each month. For 

more information contact either Alex Omeze at 

(410-564-8130) or Jay Zumbrun (443-745-0737). 

 
Christmas Party for the FFF 
(Food, Female, Fun) ladies…. 
Our next get together will be 
Friday, December 11th  at 
Mary Ann Mattheiss’s home 
for a Christmas Gift Exchange 
party.   All ladies in the 
church are welcome.  The 

festivities will begin at 6pm, so please bring an appe-
tizer, or adult beverage, and a wrapped gift for the 
Yankee Christmas gift swap.  Let Mary Ann know if 
you can make it.  ( 410-461-6371).  Hope to see you 
there!!!! 

 
 
 
 
 

The Parenting Group will be holding a book study 
beginning in January and invites anyone in the con-
gregation to join them in the discussion. The book 
is Who Stole My Church by Gordon MacDonald. It 
is available in print and on kindle.   
 
Discussions will be held at 9:15 on Sundays begin-
ning January 10, 2016. Pastor Mike will be leading 
us in our discussion.  Again, everyone is invited to 
attend.  
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First Lutheran’s after hours 
 

Medical Emergency  
Phone Number 

 

(for evenings and weekends only) 
 

If you have a medical emergency, 
or death in the family  

and need to speak to the pastor immediately,  
call: 

 

410-465-6779 
 

For emergencies during office hours,  
please continue to call the church office at  

410-465-2977. 

Women’s and Children Place 

January 16, 2016 

Look for the menu and sign up sheet 
in the Narthex. 

 
Depart the church at 4:30 for a 6:00 p.m. meal.  
Questions, call Gail Tabeling at 410-531-3938.  

 
Christian Women’s 

Thrift Shop 
 
Christian Services of Howard 
County, together with The Salvation Army, are 
pleased to announce a transition of leadership 
effective January 1, 2016. After several years of 
praying and searching for the ministry to continue 
the Christ-centered work of 51 years of Christian 
Services, God answered by providing an organiza-
tion with similar vision and goals. The Christian 
Women's Thrift Shop will continue to operate as it 
does now, with proceeds continuing to go to the 
needs of people in Howard County. 
We both would appreciate your continued support 
in sending volunteers, donating clothing, furniture, 
household items, and in providing financial assis-
tance for people in need in our county. 
 
    In His Service, 
 
    Eileen Shields 
    Director 

 

FAITH & FILM Series  
 

   Wednesday, February 3, 7 PM 
 

Bill Murray stars in what many consider to be his 
best effort, GROUNDHOG DAY.  “Groundhog Day” is 
a morality piece done in the vein of a classic Rod 
Serling Twilight Zone episode.  A kind of “what if…” 
sort of tale that puts a successful and selfish weath-
erman (played by Bill Murray) into a hopeless situa-
tion of never being able to escape a single day in a 
small town as he is forced to relive one strange day 
over and over again, until he gets it right.  Murray 
falls into a time warp that is never explained but 
pays off so richly that it doesn’t need to be.  The 
elaborate look-the-loop plot structure is crystal-
clear every step of the way, but it’s Murray’s world-
class reactive timing that makes the story explode 
as he squeezes all the available juice out of every 
scene.  Don’t think of the movie as just some lesson 
to learn and take with you.  You figure the lessons 
out along with Murray and that makes for a rather 
deep experience.  “Groundhog Day” ranks as one of 
the best comedies ever made.  The film will be 
shown in the Fellowship Center and refreshments 
will be provided.   
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CHRISTMAS BASKETS 
 

Delivering 144 food baskets to Howard County Families 
 

and 
 

                          PANGANI LUTHERAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE 
 

Providing food, shelter and education for young girls in Narobi. 
A ministry partner of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

 
We need your help!  Gifts of any amount are welcome. 

 
Use the form below and place it in the offering plate or send it to the church office.  Please make checks pay-
able to First Lutheran and designate “Food Baskets” ($85 supports one family with a basket of food).   
 
In the event gifts exceed the need, proceeds will be used for other outreach projects to be determined. 
 
Yes, I/we will help on:                        
 
____  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 at 9:00 a.m.- Volunteer to pack non-perishables. Meet in Social Hall. 
 
____  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 at 7:30 a.m. - Help unload truck and pack perishables. Meet in Social Hall. 
 
____  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 at 9:00 a.m. - Help load baskets into vehicles. (Lower parking lot) 
 
____  SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 at 9:00 a.m. - Volunteer to deliver baskets.  (Lower parking lot) 
 

Boxes are heavy; so, bring someone with you. 
 

IMPORTANT – Please mark your calendar; we do not plan to call anyone unless there is a problem.  Contact 
Joe and Carol Stickel, 443-860-9068, if you have any questions.  If you would like your donation to be a dedi-
cation or memorial, please write out clearly the wording that will be published in the newsletter. 
 

Name: _______________________________________Phone:_________________Envelope #_______ 
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Memories 
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PARISH REGISTER  

GENERAL MEMORIAL FUND        as of 11/6/15 

 
In memory of Donald McBrien byClaudia McBrien 

 
YOUTH FUND 
 

In memory of Bruce Schmickley by Annette Hackner 

Memorial Gifts  

Baptism of: 

Beckett Lee James, son of Teri and Mark James, born December 28, 2014 

Ronan Storm O’Donnell, son of  Amy and John O’Donnell, born February 22, 2015 
 

Funeral of: 

Nancy Blemly, November 3, 2015 

It is the responsibility of the Memorial Gifts committee to decide how monetary contributions received from 
members and friends of the congregation are used with the approval of the Congregation Council for any 
expenditure over $200.00 
 
The committee keeps an accurate record of all gifts received and acknowledges the gifts given both to the 
family of the one memorialized and to the giver of the gift. The committee keeps a list of needs that could be 
met through Memorial gifts. 

 

                                     Thank You From 

Brenda Murphy Dugan—...I am reminded of your love and care once again. My beautiful knit shawl will travel with me. 
It has been of great comfort as I pray the healing prayers for my daughter and others. Deirdre has completed treat-
ments and continues on the way to good health. As a family we are more aware than ever of the power of prayer. Let 
us all continue to pray for each other and friends and family in need. Keep up the good work. Thank you. 
 
The Moton Family—Thank you so much for the wonderful Baptism for our little man, Jacob. We are so excited about 
becoming members soon and watching our family grow with the church. Your hospitality is immense and greatly ap-
preciated. The beautiful baby blanket, baptism keepsake and take along Bible will be cherished for many years. All the 
very best, Norm, Michelle, Joseph, Jacob and Oma Babette 
 
Phyllis and Erika  - We would like to thank everyone for the kindnesses extended to us not just at Christmas but 
throughout the entire year.  You bring much brightness into our lives each day.   
 
Elwood Wallich—Thank you for all your prayers, cards, emails, and other well wishes that I received from my church 
friends during my recent shoulder surgery. My thanks to Pastor Mike for a most enjoyable visit, the prayer card from 
the staff, and the beautiful altar flowers. Also, a delicious dinner was delivered to us by some good church friends. 
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